Reccy Ranger Street Sports Project
Aims: To provide informal sporting opportunities to young people between the ages of 11–16 year olds throughout the borough including the rural areas. Reduce anti-social behaviour and increase physical activity.
Encourage and signpost young people to join recognised sporting clubs.

Providing safe and accessible play spaces within the borough and ensuring our public green spaces are safer, greener and cleaner particularly within our deprived areas. 

Actions/target groups: Young people between the ages of 11 -16 years particularly within our more deprived and rurally isolated wards.

Target groups: Socially disadvantaged young people between 11 and 16 years of age, young people at risk of offending. Semi sporty young people not involved with organised clubs and young people in isolated rural villages.

Achievements: Receiving £150k from the Big Lottery for the project. The setting up and running of activities such as football, tag rugby, unihoc and skateboarding throughout the Borough. Providing activities in areas where there are very few free of cost activities for young people. Working with our local community support officers and sport centre staff we have set up and run a series of football tournaments which have had up to 80 young people participating at any given tournament. The project also provides mobile skate ramps which are very popular as the young people can set up the ramps to their own circuit and change around as and when they like. In the last year we have worked with over 10,000 young people. Encouraging young people and adults to volunteer and take up training opportunities such as CSLA and NVQ and providing opportunities for young people not in education, employment or training to gain experience in a working environment. 
Background: There are very few free informal activities for young people in Shrewsbury after school or during the school holidays. Young people often hang around in groups which can seem intimidating: such groups can often pose dangers for the young people themselves, including peer pressure re smoking, drinking and experimenting with drug use. With Big Lottery Youth Funding we have purchased a transit van and equipped it with a wide variety of sporting equipment. The Street Sports Van provides after school and school holidays sessions of up to 2 hours at local recreation areas and mugas around the borough, including rural areas. Young people attending can choose what they would like to do and the staff supervises the activities. The Reccy Ranger Street Sports Van has been providing activities for over three years and works closely with the Borough Council, Shropshire County Council and West Mercia Police. It now has over 7,000 young people per year participating in activities. 
Lessons learnt: It is essential to consult with young people as to their expectations and needs from the service and by getting to know the communities we work in we can influence decisions being made. 
Young people can be demanding and often need and want the staff and volunteers to take part in the activities rather than standing on the sidelines issuing instructions. Younger Girls want to participate whilst older girls prefer to watch the activities. It is hard for older girls to join in activities such as football when they are playing with boys as they find it difficult to maintain the same stamina levels and their self esteem drops. 

There is a need within the borough to have a formal BMX club for budding cyclists. 
During the winter months we need to run activities indoors as the state of the grass or playing fields does not allow for activities to take place.
Working with a variety of agencies / organisations has helped build strong partnerships which in turn help the communities of Shrewsbury.  
Comments from participants/staff:
Ryan Norris - age 16 Reccy Rangers has given me a chance to do work experience, I’ve attended CSLA training, child protection training and first aid. I’d like to train as a football coach and learn to drive the street sports van when I’m old enough. It’s brill for young people as we have nothing much to do.
Stephanie Lewis – playworker “I really enjoy working with the street sports team. It’s given me the opportunity to do my NVQ level 3 in playwork and also to use my skills as a football coach. It’s been really good working in the small rural villages especially Crosshouses where we have been doing football coaching.”
Michelle Pound – Playworker “Since joining Reccy Rangers I’ve learnt to drive a transit van and I’ve passed my trailer driving test. It’s hard driving the van with the trailer attached. It’s really hard work when we have to put the new mobile half pipe up but worth it when you see the guys using it well. It’s very rewarding when the kids really appreciate you coming along to their village and don’t want you to leave at the end of a session.”

Partners: 
Through The Doorway to Healthy Living

Shrewsbury & Atcham Borough Council
Shropshire County Council
Big Lottery

Contact details: 
Dorothy Jones, Play Development Officer

Address: SABC, The Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ.

Email: Dorothy.Jones@shrewsbury.gov.uk      Phone no: 01743 281531

